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USAGE l ABElS oF TURKISH loANWoRDS 
IN THREE MoDERN GREEK DICTIoNARIES

Evgenia Malikouti 1

University of Goettingen, Germany
evgenia.malikouti@stud.uni-goettingen.de

Περίληψη

Η παρούσα εργασία πραγματεύεται συγκριτικά τους λεξικογραφικούς χαρακτηρισμούς 
(labels) που συνοδεύουν τα λήμματα λεξικών δανείων από την Τουρκική σε τρία γενικά μο-
νόγλωσσα λεξικά της Νέας Ελληνικής: στο “Λεξικό της Κοινής Νεοελληνικής” του Ιδρύμα-
τος Μανόλη Τριανταφυλλίδη (1998), στο “Λεξικό της Νέας Ελληνικής Γλώσσας” του καθ. Γ. 
Μπαμπινιώτη (1998), και στο “Χρηστικό Λεξικό της Νεοελληνικής Γλώσσας” της Ακαδημίας 
Αθηνών (2014). Η ποσοτική και ποιοτική ανάλυση των χρηστικών σημαδιών που αναφέρονται 
σε θεματικά πεδία (fields) και επίπεδα λόγου (register) παρέχουν στοιχεία για τις διαφορετικές 
λεξικογραφικές πρακτικές και τη θέση των τουρκισμών στο λεξιλόγιο της Νέας Ελληνικής. 

Keywords: lexicography, labeling, usage labels, Turkish loanwords, Greek dictionaries 

1. introduction 

The present paper aims to comparatively examine the lexicographical labels used 
for Turkish loanwords in three major general-purpose monolingual dictionaries of 
Modern Greek. A quantitative and qualitative approach to the field and usage labels 

1 The present paper is part of my PhD research at the University of Goettingen supervised by Prof. Dr. 
Jens Peter laut, to whom I am greatly indebted for his support. I would like to thank the attendees of my 
talk for their useful remarks. I am also thankful to Prof. G. Xydopoulos and Prof. D. Chila-Markopou-
lou for their help in bibliographic and methodological issues. 
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of the respective lemmas in the selected dictionaries provides insights into the lexi-
cographical practices on Turkish loanwords and the classification of Turkisms into 
different levels of “markedness” or divergence from the norm. It sheds light to the 
status of these items within Greek vocabulary, as well as to their distribution across 
registers. Although lexicographical labels are widely intuitive and subjective, their 
investigation reflects speakers ’ attitudes towards the denotations and connotations 
of these words. 

In the present paper, lexicographical labels are firstly defined and tentatively classi-
fied. Some limitations concerning the application of labeling systems are mentioned. 
The general characteristics and typology of the selected dictionaries follow. A delimi-
tation of the terms “Turkish loanwords” and “usage labels” precedes the description of 
the methodology used to collect the data. Then, statistical information on the lemma-
tized Turkish loanwords, the labeled and unlabeled entries, the field and the usage la-
bels assigned to the entries are presented. A commentary on the findings gives insights 
on the different labeling systems of the dictionaries and the status of Turkish loan-
words in their wordlist. In conclusion, the hypotheses of the research are discussed 
and pathways for further research are suggested. 

2. definition, classification and Limitations of Labels

labels are defined as special symbols or abbreviated terms used in dictionaries to mark 
a lexical item or phrase as deviating in a certain respect from the main bulk of items 
described, as having a meaning restricted to a particular usage or language variety 
(Burkhanov 2003; Hartmann & James 1998: 80; Svensén 2009: 315; verkuyl, Janssen, 
& Janssen 2003). A dictionary entry accompanied by a label represents an element of 
some form of marked language usage (Beyer 2011). Absence of label means that a lexi-
cal item can be widely used by every speaker in every circumstance. As a higher-level 
instruction and a meta-linguistic device, labels provide important pragmatic guidance 
to the dictionary user, thereby promoting communicative success. 

labels have not only become a lexicographical tradition, but also an indispensable 
instrument of description for the lexicographer. Despite the superficial similarities 
among the proposed typologies of lexicographical labels, there are significant dif-
ferences in deeper classifications and sub-classifications (Beyer 2011). Usage labels 
provide specific information about the domain of application of the definitions. 
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verkuyl, Janssen, and Janssen (2003: 299) distinguish two sorts of domain: group 
labels and register labels (Table 1). Group labels concern regional, professional or so-
cial domains or a temporal restriction on the application of the word or word sense. 
Register labels guide a language user to choose between alternatives with a different 
pragmatic load.

 
group labels register labels

geographical: διαλεκτικό / dialectal,  
ιδιωματικό / idiomatic

level of formality: επίσημο / formal,  
οικείο / familiar

field: ιστορία / history, θρησκεία / religion kind of text: λογοτεχνικό / literary

temporal: παρωχημένο / obsolete,  
παλαιότερο / older

attitude: ειρωνικό / ironic,  
χιουμοριστικό / humorous

frequency: σπάνιο / rare, συνήθως / usually offensive use: μειωτικό / disparaging,  
χυδαίο / vulgar

Table 1 | Examples of Group and Register Labels from the selected dictionaries’ inventory

Hausmann (1985: 377) raises concerns about the lack of theoretical foundations of 
marking systems in general language dictionaries. There is neither consensus on the 
number of usage labels and the content of pragmatic parameters they represent nor 
a theoretical basis for their standardization (Beyer 2011; Burkhanov 2003: 106). The 
categories represented by the labels may have different ranges and the boundary lines 
between the members of categories are not clear, e.g. familiar/popular, dialectal/idiom-
atic (Svensén 2009: 316). The divergence of dictionaries in respect of labeling is a result 
of the lack of theoretically supported empirical principles (Hausmann 1989: 650). le-
xicographers follow their intuition and overall perception of language (Niebaum 1989: 
665). verkuyl, Janssen, and Janssen (2003) also question the usability of label terms. 
Empirical investigations of dictionary use indicate that labels are overlooked, not cor-
rectly recognized and not easily interpreted because of their abbreviated form, typo-
graphical presentation and unclear meaning.
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3. hypotheses, data and Methodology 

The dictionaries examined for their practices about Turkish loanwords are the ‘Dic-
tionary of Standard Modern Greek’ by the Manolis Triandafyllidis Foundation (1998) 
of the University of Thessaloniki (hereafter TD)2, the ‘Dictionary of Modern Greek 
language’ by Prof. G. Babiniotis (1998) (hereafter BD), and the ‘Utilitarian Dictionary 
of Modern Greek’ by the Academy of Athens (2014) (hereafter AD). These reference 
works are recent, single volume, general-purpose dictionaries of approximately the 
same size and address a wide audience. 

labels in all three dictionaries are included in the table of abbreviations of each dic-
tionary and precede the definition, word form or phrase. They are truncated and in 
parenthesis. Field labels are presented in small capitals in TD and in capitals in AD. 
only TD offers a detailed description of the content of usage labels used. In AD, labels 
are classified according to various criteria (historical-chronological, geographical, sta-
tistical, experiential-emotional, semantic etc.) (Academy of Athens 2014: 15). 

2 The electronic form of TD was used here. Available online: http://www.greek-language.gr/greeklang/
modern_greek/tools/lexica/triantafyllides/index.html

Figure 1 | Typology of the selected dictionaries
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According to the dictionary typologies of Zgusta (1971: 198-221) and landau (2001: 
7-42) (Figure 1 on the previous page), the selected dictionaries are linguistic (rather 
than encyclopaedic), monolingual, synchronic, general, standard and unabridged (Xy-
dopoulos 2008: 287-294). Dictionaries are hybrid in nature and defy such unambigu-
ous classifications (Swanepoel 2003: 48). Even linguistic dictionaries may have ency-
clopaedic features, e.g. BD contains proper names and some selected encyclopaedic 
lemmas (Xydopoulos 2008: 291, 332). 

The first hypothesis discussed regards labeling systems. It has been argued that dic-
tionaries widely differ in the scope and consistency of their labeling practices (Hart-
mann & James 1998: 150). Previous research on Modern Greek dictionaries (Anastas-
siadis-Symeonidis 2009; Trapalis 2008; Trapalis & Katsouda 2009) shows that labeling 
systems differ in respect to the number and use of lexicographical labels. 

The second hypothesis refers to the status of Turkish loanwords in Modern Greek. In 
his seminal article on the status of Turkisms in the Balkan languages, K. Kazazis argues 
that they have been unevenly but gradually relegated to what are commonly regarded 
as ‘lower’ styles of speech: 

 

“Turkisms [...] have been considerably lowered on the stylistic scale or become 

historical words” (1972: 88)

Despite vigorous puristic movements against Turkish loanwords after the end of the 
ottoman rule and the establishment of Balkan nation states

“the avoidance and replacement in higher styles of a number of Turkisms […] 

did not necessarily push them oUT of the language, but merely DoWN stylisti-

cally” (1972: 95). 
 
In order to examine these two hypotheses, the first step was to manually index all 
Turkish loanwords in each dictionary. As Turkish loanwords were considered all lem-
mas with an etymology from Turkish. No distinction is made between words of Tur-
kic origin and Turkish words borrowed from Arabic, Persian or another source, since 
Turkish served as the intermediary through which most of these words entered Greek 
(Friedman 1990: 138). Reborrowed words (Rückwanderer, αντιδάνεια) are taken into 
account. However, affixes of Turkish origin (e.g. καρα-, -τζής), derivatives with affixes 
of Turkish origin (e.g. καθηγητιλίκι (jocular, ironic) ‘teaching profession’), derivatives 
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and compounds of the root [τουρκ] (e.g. Τουρκαλάς (disparaging, pejorative) ‘Turk’), 
and compound words with a component of Turkish origin (e.g. λαχανοντολμάς ‘cab-
bage roll’) are not listed. In most cases only one word for each Turkish root is indexed. 
Some derived words are listed as well when the dictionary’ s etymology refers to the 
equivalent word in Turkish; therefore derivation preceded direct borrowing, like καΐκι 
‘boat’ - καϊξής ‘boatman’ from kayık, kayıkçı. 

Following the indexing of Turkish loanwords in each dictionary, common entries 
of the wordlists were extracted. The present paper focuses on usage labels, as opposed 
to formal grammatical labels, such as άκλιτο ‘uninflected’. only labels located before 
the main and secondary meanings -not in usage notes or within definitions- are taken 
into account. No statistical information is provided for labels about frequency (e.g. 
συνήθως ‘usually’), evolution of meaning (e.g. μεταφορικά ‘figuratively’, ειδικότερα 
‘more specifically’) and use of words with animates/inanimates etc.

4. statistics and discussion 

There are 700-800 Turkish loanwords listed in the selected dictionaries (see Table 2).
 

dictionaries triandafyllidis Babiniotis Academy

Total Turkish loanwords 799 737 698

labeled Turkish loanwords 273 329 487

Table 2 | Lemmatized and Labeled Turkish Loanwords

Interestingly many of the words listed as Turkish loanwords in TD and BD have no 
etymology or a different one in AD. For 47 words no earlier origin than “medieval 
etymology” is given. In the preface it is stated that 

“for words attested since the ancient, late ancient and medieval times, no ety-

mology is provided, as it can be searched in exclusively etymological dictionar-

ies” (Academy of Athens 2014: 16, my translation3). 

3 All translations are mine, unless otherwise indicated.
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From the total number of Turkish loanwords, 551 words are lemmatized in all three 
dictionaries. TD lists most Turkish loanwords (799) but assigns labels to the least of 
them (273). In the preface of AD it is stated that 

“most headwords are not marked with style-pragmatic labels, as a great part of 

the vocabulary is stylistically neutral” (Academy of Athens 2014: 15, translation). 

From Figure 2, however, it can be deducted that more than half of the lemmatized 
Turkish loanwords are not stylistically neutral. 

Figure 2 | Labeled and Unlabeled Turkish Loanwords in the dictionaries. 

4.1. Field Labels

Field labels refer to a specific scientific, technological, artistic or professional field. The 
three dictionaries have only two labels in common: history and music (see Table 3 on 
the next page). The first denotes the so called “administrative Turkisms” referring to 
artifacts and institutions of the ottoman period. Some of them were eliminated or re-
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placed due to puristic tendencies and the change of historical and social conditions. 
others remained as historical words used in order to lend a more authentic flavor to his-
torical accounts or works of fiction dealing with “the time of the Turks” (Kazazis 1972: 
92). The label “music”, as well as those concerning food, sweets, religion and folklore, 
allude to the Greek-Turkish cultural contacts due to proximity and the long common 
history. It is remarkable that with 152 total labels the field labeling is much more de-
tailed in the most recently published AD. The number of words marked with field labels 
is constantly increasing due to scientific and technical progress (Fedorova 2004: 270). 

triandafyllidis dictionary Babiniotis dictionary Academy dictionary

History (4) History (7) History (18)

Music (1) Music (4) Music (17)

Cookery (5) Cookery (30)

Nautical term (1) Nautical term (2)

Religion (4) Religion (9)

Folklore (1) Folklore (8)

Technology (1) Technology (3)

Chemistry (1) Chemistry (1)

Sewing (1)

Food technology (19)

Botany (14)

Confectionery (11)

Building (6)

Zoology (4)

Ichthyology (3)

ornithology (2)

Meteorology, Mine-
ralogy, Military term, 

Pharmaceutics (1)

12 18 152

Table 3 | Field labels used for Turkish loanwords in each dictionary. Numbers in parenthesis: lemmas marked 
with each label. 
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4.2. Usage Labels

Usage labels provide lexicographical data of pragmatic nature and are intended to spe-
cify the limitations on the use of lexical items according to time, place, and/or circum-
stances of communicative interaction (Burkhanov 2003: 105). All three dictionaries 
use approximately the same number of labels (13 to 20), but the marking is again more 
elaborated in AD (534 total labels). From the inventory of usage labels, απαρχαιωμένο 
‘antiquated’, επίσημο ‘formal’, επιστημονικό ‘scientific’, παιδικό ‘child language’ in TD 
and αρχαιοπρεπές ‘archaic’, λογιότερο ‘more learned’ in BD are not used for the com-
mon Turkish loanwords. It is not surprising that Turkish loanwords are not marked 
with labels pertaining to earlier periods of Greek and to advanced, formal vocabulary 
(see Table 4 on the next page).

4.3. Common and Different Labels

The dictionaries use largely different labels, and only seven in common: λαϊκό ‘po-
pular’, οικείο ‘familiar’, μειωτικό ‘disparaging’, ειρωνικό ‘ironic’, υβριστικό ‘offensive’, 
λογοτεχνικό ‘literary’, λόγιο ‘learned’. The last one is assigned to the word τυφέκιο ‘rifle’, 
the alternative form of the word τουφέκι, created by hypercorrection and first attested 
in 1834 (Babiniotis 1998: 1840). In Table 4, labels referring to the same parameters 
are grouped, e.g. χυδαίο ‘vulgar’, the exclamation mark (!) and λέξη ταμπού ‘taboo 
word’. BD and AD have six more labels in common: παλαιότερο ‘older’, αργκό ‘argot’, 
διαλεκτικό ‘dialectal’, θωπευτικό/χαϊδευτικό ‘tender’, ευφημιστικό/κατ’ ευφημισμό ‘eu-
phemistic’, λαϊκότερο ‘more popular’. The labels προφορικό ‘spoken’ and παρωχημένο 
‘obsolete’, common between TD and AD, are respectively assigned to 

“words opposed to those used in written language. Spoken is very close to fa-

miliar, they are sometimes interchangeable or coexist, the limits between them 

are not always discernible. Their use in written language is not out of question” 

“words denoting something that existed in the past; it still exists today but there 

is another synonymous word used to refer to it” (Institute of Modern Greek 

Studies (Manolis Triandafyllidis Foundation) 1998: ιη’, translation).



684   |  MAlIKoUTI

Table 4 | Usage labels of Turkish loanwords in each dictionary. Numbers in parenthesis: lemmas marked with 
each label.

triandafyllidis dictionary (13) Babiniotis dictionary (18) Academy dictionary (20)

λαϊκό / popular (36 - 215 - 212)

οικείο / familiar (91 - 9 - 5)

μειωτικό / disparaging (21 - 16 - 29)

ειρωνικό / ironic (10 - 7 - 17)

υβριστικό / offensive (6 - 9 - 14)

λογοτεχνικό / literary (3 - 3 - 9)

λόγιο / learned (1)

χυδαίο / vulgar (2) ! (5) λέξη ταμπού / taboo word (3)

συναισθηματικό / emotional (2) εκφραστικό / expressive (13)

παλαιότερο / older (22 - 54)
αργκό / argot (10 - 16)

διαλεκτικό / dialectal (8 - 7)
θωπευτικό-χαϊδευτικό / tender (3)

ευφημιστικό-κατ’ευφημισμό / euphemistic(ally) (1)
λαϊκότερο / more popular (5 - 1)

προφορικό / spoken (42) προφορικό / spoken (126)

παρωχημένο / obsolete (36) παρωχημένο / obsolete (24)

λαϊκότροπο / widely known  
dialectal (69)

χλευαστικό / derisory (2)

καθημερινό / vernacular (29)

κακόσημο / pejorative (8)

σκωπτικό / jocular (5)

αρνητική συνυποδήλωση /  
negative connotation (6)

εμφατικό / emphatic (2)

ιδιωματικό / idiomatic (2)

χιουμοριστικό / humorous (2)

321 369 534
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According to the Style Guide of the dictionaries, the label λαϊκό ‘popular’ in TD in-
cludes widely known argot and slang words, words from the jargon and sociolects. 
The label λαϊκότροπο ‘widely known dialectal’ refers to words widely dialectal, known 
in big cities and used in Greek literature. Words marked with this label in TD are 
assigned the ‘popular’ and ‘dialectal’ labels in the other two dictionaries. The label 
καθημερινό ‘vernacular’ is not used in AD, because its meaning is covered by the labels 
λαϊκό ‘popular’, οικείο ‘familiar’, and προφορικό ‘spoken’ (Academy of Athens 2014: 15). 
BD and AD agree on the most common label: λαϊκό ‘popular’, and on the frequency of 
the labels μειωτικό ‘disparaging’ and παλαιότερο ‘older’. The labels οικείο ‘familiar’ and 
λαϊκότροπο ‘widely known dialectal’ have a high frequency in TD but are not used in 
the other two dictionaries (Figure 3).

 

Figure 3 | The most frequent usage labels of each dictionary. Numbers in parenthesis: lemmas marked with 
these labels.
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4.4. Label groupings 

To further examine the second hypothesis, usage labels are grouped in three wider 
categories: popular, pejorative and old. The first group includes labels marking words 
usually not used in the written language and bearing the feature [-learned]. According 
to Anastassiadis-Symeonidis and Fliatouras (2004: 4), the distinction [+/- learned] is 
wider in common Modern Greek than in other European languages. one of the rea-
sons behind this expansion is the influence of Turkish, from which Greek borrowed 
elements marked with the [-learned] feature. The percentage of words marked with 
these labels is high in the three dictionaries (Table 5 above). 

The second group includes attitude labels with negative connotations. The intention 
of the speaker is to show contempt, dislike or disapproval, to convey a low opinion or 

Label groups examples triandafyllidis 
dictionary

Babiniotis 
dictionary

Academy 
dictionary

1. Popular 
[popular, familiar, 
more popular, spoken, 
vernacular, dialectal, 
idiomatic, widely 
known dialectal, emo-
tional/expressive]

γιορντάνι ‚necklace‘
καρντάσης ‘mate’
κιμπάρης ‘largehearted’
καζαντίζω ‘profit (v)’
ντουγρού ‘straight ahead’
μαχμουρλής ‘bleary’

74.8% 75.6% 65.9%

2. Pejorative [dispara-
ging, offensive,
vulgar, taboo word, 
derisory, pejorative,
negative connotation, 
ironic]

ζουμπάς ‚shorty‘
λαπάς ‘wuss, wimp’
μπάτσος ‘cop’
ουστ ‘shoo’
κολομπαράς ‘bugger’
τσογλάνι ‘bastard’

12.8% 16.3% 15.9%

3. old 
[older, obsolete]

ασκέρι ‚troops‘
τόπι ‘ball’
φαρφουρί ‘fine porcelain’
κάλφας ‘qualified  
workman’

11.2% 6% 14.6%

Table 5 | Label groups and percentages of lemmas marked with the respective labels
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cause personal offense. The first two groupings are eloquently alluded in P. Kyranoudis’ 
argument that 

“there is a remarkably high presence of Turkisms in the speech of grass-roots 

classes, often with an expressive, usually negative or ironic meaning” (2009: 36, 

translation). 

The label αργκό ‘argot’, common between BD and AD, was not included in either 
group, as in TD argot words are assigned the label λαϊκό ‘popular’ and the limits be-
tween the «popular» and «pejorative» connotations of this label in the other two dic-
tionaries are blurred. 

The third group has a temporal character and it includes the labels παλαιότερο ‘older’ 
and παρωχημένο ‘obsolete’ assigned to historical words no longer in current use (see 
Table 5 on the previous page). 

5. discussion

The data supports both hypotheses tested. As expected, labeling systems in Modern 
Greek dictionaries differ in the number of labels, the inventory, their content and the 
treatment of each label. This finding is consistent with previous research. The dictiona-
ries use largely different labels for the Turkish loanwords with a few common ones 
among them. variation of etymological information provided in the three dictiona-
ries inevitably restricts the number of common labels. Different labels have the same 
content in different dictionaries, e.g. προφορικό ‘spoken’ in TD and οικείο ‘familiar’ 
/ καθημερινό ‘vernacular’ in BD, καθημερινό ‘vernacular’ in BD and λαϊκό ‘popular’ 
/ οικείο ‘familiar’ / προφορικό ‘spoken’ in AD. No labels are used in one dictionary 
for words labeled in the other two. Different labels describe the same entries. The 
spectrum of meaning of every term and the limits between usage labels are not clear 
(Dubois & Dubois 1971: 24).

Differences are due to social heterogeneity, absence of scientific definitions for usage 
labels, and imprecise definition of the norm according to which labels are defined. The 
language is constantly evolving and the norm is changing as well. vocabulary is always 
in a state of flux, with new terms being coined or borrowed while others fall into disuse 
(Norri 2000: 73). The lack of a corpus or a large-scale sociolinguistic study, however, 
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deprives labels of any empirical grounding that could make them an authoritative re-
source, or provide practical advice for those learning Greek (Tseronis & Iordanidou 
2009: 175). lacking an internationally accepted labeling system scientifically defined 
and based on a socio-linguistic theory, lexicographers rely on their intuition and sub-
jective judgement. Accumulating more than one usage label under one lemma may 
be indicative of lexicographers’ insecurity and precautious position (Anastassiadis-
Symeonidis 2009: 609). 

As for the status of Turkisms, K. Kazazis ’ statement formulated in 1972 is confirmed. 
“Popular” is by far the most frequent label. As the high percentage of the label group 
“popular” testifies, many Turkish loanwords are assigned labels pertaining to lower 
styles. The fact that labels designating high, formal and scientific vocabulary are not 
used for Turkish loanwords is also indicative of the stylistic demotion most of these 
vocabulary items have undergone in Modern Greek. Despite discrepancies in label 
frequency, there is a high percentage of words of everyday spoken language and with 
negative connotation. 

6. conclusion 

The present paper aimed to describe the treatment of Turkish loanwords in three 
Modern Greek dictionaries in terms of lexicographical labels. The selected dictiona-
ries were comparatively examined in respect to the Turkish loanwords included in 
their wordlists, the labeled and unlabeled lemmas, the field labels and the usage labels 
assigned to their common loanwords. 

According to the results of the present study, the dictionaries under question exhibit 
differentiated lexicographical practices. There is neither unanimity on the name and 
number of used labels, nor uniform treatment of each label, as the width of meaning 
and the limits between labels are unclear. The more recently published AD features 
the least unmarked lemmas and the most elaborated labeling system both in terms of 
field and usage labels. The data suggests that the most frequent usage labels assigned 
to Turkish loanwords bear the [-learned] feature. Most stylistically marked Turkisms 
of the dictionaries are labeled with terms such as “popular”, “spoken”, “vernacular”, 
“familiar”, sometimes with pejorative connotations (ironic, offensive, vulgar etc.). 

The abovementioned approach of Turkish loanwords through major general Modern 
Greek dictionaries covers the standardized aspect of their position in the Greek lan-
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guage. Further research on the same topic could examine the combination of labels, 
the labels indicating the evolution of meaning, as well as labels in derivatives, com-
pound words and words with affixes of Turkish origin. The study of dictionaries may 
be complemented by a corpus-based analysis in various spoken and written styles to 
examine the diffusion and role of Turkisms in different registers, and by a sociolinguis-
tic survey aiming to account for the speakers ’ stance, usage preference and evaluation 
of Turkish loanwords in Standard Modern Greek. Despite variations in the degree of 
acceptability and use in different registers, their divergent stylistic profile and multi-
level relations with their native counterparts, Turkisms not only form a well anchored 
part of Modern Greek vocabulary, but also offer a distinctive expressive and stylistic 
potential, whose usability and productivity comprise an additional factor in their sur-
vival and vitality.
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